From beginning to end
DESIGNING YOUR SCHOOL NATURE PLAY SPACE
DATE: Thursday 24 October 2019
TIME: 8.45-4.30pm
WHERE: Clark Function Room, Glandore Community Centre, Naldera Street, Glandore
COST: Early bird $155 + GST (order by 29/9/19); General Admission $180.
Educator members receive 10% discount

natureplaysa.org.au

Outdoor learning encourages healthy
behaviours and improves the physical,
educational and mental wellbeing of
children and young people.
Well-designed outdoor areas connect
children with the natural world, and
support their play, learning and
development.
This practical and information-packed workshop will
take you on a journey of natural playspace development
from beginning to end. Led by accomplished Landscape
Architect, Peter Semple and Nature Play SA’s Jason
Tyndall, with sessions provided by loose parts play
activist, Glenn Wagland and former Principal St Anthony’s
Catholic School, Amanda Parslow.

WHAT YOU WILL COVER:
•

Applying the principles of nature play at your site

•

Planning to your site’s strengths and constraints

•

Undertaking meaningful consultation for best
outcomes

•

Understanding the process and implementing a
design to suit your budget

•

Integrating loose parts

•

Hearing what others have done

WHAT YOU WILL GET:
•

Information, ideas and inspiration to take to your site

•

Opportunities for networking with like-minded
educators and professionals

•

Delicious, fresh, home-made food

•

Great coffee

WHO SHOULD ATTEND:
Principals, Educators, School Council Reps, Business
Managers and all those interested in creating a vibrant
nature play space for children to engage, play and learn.

HOW TO BOOK:
Book your place now by visiting
NaturePlaySA.org.au/events/

PETER SEMPLE

DIRECTOR PETER SEMPLE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
Peter is an award winning playspace designer with over 16 years’ experience as a
landscape architect. His career to date has seen him deliver diverse projects from
airport masterplans to kindergartens. In 2013 Peter was inspired by the nature play
movement and so began a keen desire to create environments that supported child
development and sense of belonging, enriched by nature. Peter developed a suite of
design principles that has held true in his delivery of play based projects ever since. He
has been recognised as a local champion for the nature play movement and has worked
collaboratively with Nature Play SA since its formation.

JASON TYNDALL

GENERAL MANAGER, NATURE PLAY SA
Jason is the General Manager at Nature Play SA. His career spans over several disciplines
including horticulture, ecology, environmental management, community development,
and environmental education where he worked with several youth leadership programs.
Since 2014 has worked with Nature Play SA delivering various initiatives and contributing
to their progress as a fully-fledged not-for-profit organization.

AMANDA PARSLOW
MCAULEY COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Amanda Parslow is the recently appointed Principal of the new McAuley Community School,
Hove, due for completion and opening in 2020. Amanda began her teaching career in
the state system, working in both SA and Victoria. After moving to Mt Gambier with her
family and a 10 year stint running a family business, Amanda began her journey in Catholic
Education where she has taught every year level from Reception to Year 12. Amanda is
the former Principal of St Anthony’s Catholic School Millicent where she served for 8 years
and was responsible for driving a strong ecological sustainability focus at the school with
natureplay and outdoor learning strongly embedded in their curriculum and community.
Their outdoor spaces feature a beautiful Outdoor Natural Learning Garden, Fish Pond, Frog
and Butterfly gardens, chooks, orchards, a productive Kitchen Garden, sacred space and a
successful recycling program.

GLENN WAGLAND

DIRECTOR, MOBILE JUNK & NATURE PLAYGROUND
Glenn is an early childhood teacher and the director of Mobile Junk and Nature Playground.
This is a pop-up playground with a focus on natural and recycled loose parts. He has
travelled all over South Australia for the last 6 years advocating for loose parts learning
environments as a means of promoting sustainability, and a connection with nature. Glenn’s
pedagogy is informed not only from the latest research, classic theories, and early childhood
education experiences over the last 18 years, but from a full life of living in the country, where
a deep connection has shaped his environmental philosophy.

AUNTY SUZANNE RUSSELL
Aunty Suzanne is a Kaurna Elder, Traditional Owner and Member of the Stolen Generation.
She is a qualified educator of some 36+ years’ experience holding positions as Deputy
Principal, Preschool Director and classroom teacher. Aunty Suzanne was a Lecturer with
the University of SA and an accomplished writer of more than 14 curriculum documents
in Aboriginal studies. She was previously appointed by the Minister to the SA Aboriginal
Education & Training Advisory Committee and served as both Deputy Chair & Executive
Officer. She has been an Executive Director of the Department of State Aboriginal Affairs
and a Foundation employee of the SA Social Inclusion Unit. Aunty Suzanne is currently an
Aboriginal Cultural Advisor & Mentor/Welcome to Kaurna Country and an Ambassador for
Nature Play SA.

Program
8.45-9.00am
9.00-9.30am

REGISTRATION, TEA & COFFEE – Clark Meeting Room
OPENING, WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
Welcome to Country

Sarah Sutter
Aunty Suzanne Russell

UNDERSTANDING NATURE PLAY IN AN EDUCATION CONTEXT
9.30-10.00am

Creating natural outdoor areas for children to learn and play is integral for healthy
development. When used for learning, outdoor spaces provide an authentic context
for cross-curriculum learning, stimulating student engagement and wellbeing.

Jason Tyndall

PLANNING WHERE TO START
10.00-11.15am

11.15-11.40am

Nature Play spaces should stimulate and soothe, inspire creativity, imagination
and problem-solving. The best nature play spaces support the developmental and
emotional needs of children and complement learning outcomes. Learn what Nature
Play principles define good nature play spaces and how you can apply them at your
site.

Peter Semple

MORNING TEA
PRACTICAL SESSION 1

11.40-12.15pm

Every site has its own unique assets, parameters and contraints to consider. This
practical session will help you brainstorm and map what nature play principles will work
in your setting.
CONSULTING YOUR COMMUNITY

12.15-12.45pm

Gathering the opinions of others is a huge effort, but incorporating a meaningful
engagement strategy is vital in achieving the best outcomes for your play space. This
session will help you identify who your stakeholders are, how you can engage with
them and how best to capture and utilise the information you have gathered.

Peter Semple

PRACTICAL SESSION 2
12.45-1.15pm

Children are the most important stakeholder to consider in your playspace design, but
interpreting their ideas and perspectives can be challenging. Explore methods you can
use that will reflect children’s preferences and bring their ideas to life.

1.15-2.00pm

LUNCH
DESIGNING YOUR SPACE – USING A DESIGNER

2.00-2.30pm

Engaging a designer for your project can be daunting. In this session, you will be
provided with an understanding of the process involved, what costs you can expect,
and how a designer can help you navigate the technical elements required and help
your playspace meets necessary compliance and safety standards.

Peter Semple

DESIGNING YOUR SPACE – ON A BUDGET
2.30-2.50pm

You can still achieve a big impact on a small budget. This session will introduce you to
a range of ideas you can incorporate easily and inexpensively to get your space off the
ground and your community involved.

Jason Tyndall

DESIGNING YOUR SPACE – INCORPORATING LOOSE PARTS
2.50-3.15pm

Loose parts are an important element in any nature place space for encouraging openended, child-directed and creative opportunities. Children experiment, problem solve,
construct, and engage in interesting and cognitively high levels of play and hands-on
learning. Understand the applications and benefits of this inexpensive, easy to source
and valuable element you can introduce at your site.

Glenn Wagland

A CASE STUDY FOR SUCCESS – ST ANTHONY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL
3.15-3.45pm

St Anthonys’ have undergone a recent design and development process yielding a
spectacular end result. Hear their ‘beginning to end’ story and the tangible impact the
space has had on their students.

Amanda Parslow

3.45-4.15pm

OPEN Q & A SESSION

All presenters

4.15-4.30pm

CLOSING REMARKS

