
CLASSROOM 
COLLECTIONS

IDEA: Set up a classroom collection of loose parts 

and natural materials as ‘treasure collections’ that 

the whole class can contribute to.

Here is a great way to incorporate the process 

of setting up a loose parts collection to use 

as a classroom resource. The intentional focus 

of inviting students to collectively build and 

contribute to this resource, reflects a commitment 

to the process of incorporating natural materials 

in the learning space and not simply presenting a 

product.  

HOW TO: Invite students to bring in natural items 

to contribute to a ‘loose parts’ class resource and 

set aside a time of the day to share these with one 

another. As a class, the decision will be to sort and 

classify these in some way to build and establish 

these collections. Witness the rich conversations 

that come from discussing where the items have 

come from and the value each child places on their 

‘treasure’ as well as observing mathematical skills 

developed in the process of sorting, organizing 

and classifying items. Perhaps count the items in 

each basket, consider ways to sort them, look at 

their tactile properties and assess ways to make 

patterns with them all. A rich resource built by the 

students and for the students! 

© Not for reproduction or distribution beyond the Nature Play SA Collective  |  natureplaysa.org.au

1



THIS STICK TELLS 
MY STORY

IDEA: Use small sticks (no longer than an arm 

length, no wider than a wrist) to create individual 

totem poles on which to record and share 

information and personal histories.

HOW TO: Once every child has a stick to work 

with, encourage them to decorate their sticks 

with wool, twine or string to create a totem pole. 

Use tags (which can be made with small pieces 

of card) to record information about themselves 

and attach with interesting materials. These totem 

sticks can then be displayed in the classroom or 

in an outdoor learning space near the classroom. 

There are many different ways these totem poles 

could be shared amongst students and they can 

be added to and revisited throughout the term. 

This activity could also be differentiated to enable 

every child to record their information in a way that 

supports their age, stage and ability.

TIP: A good way to build this collection, is for 

each child to bring in one stick and stand these 

in a bucket (or series of pots) with sand in the 

base. This in itself creates a great resource and an 

interesting class display.
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THE OUTDOOR 
CLASSROOM

IDEA: Explore the school grounds to build 

awareness and the skill of noticing nature.

HOW TO: Venture into different spaces of the 

school grounds at various times of the day and 

conduct a walk-through of a place and space. 

Invite children to walk through and discuss what 

they notice. After a while in the same space; can 

they add to the (growing) list of what they see and 

notice in the space around them? Encourage them 

to look up high, look at the ground and look under 

things. In effect; look, look and look again! Try this 

in different areas of the school. Challenge yourself 

to go to areas that you may not have considered 

before, asking students ‘What might you like to do 

in this space?’  

An important aspect to outdoor learning is 

considering ways to manage a large group. 

IDEAS TO TRY INCLUDE: gather in a circle with 

feet touching those of the person beside you, 

stand with outstretched fingers touching the 

person next to you or stand shoulder to shoulder 

with the person near you. As a class, students will 

be able to give names to these routines to make 

them your very own. You could also develop a 

series of sounds or callings to regather students 

and play a series of games to develop these 

skills in an outdoor learning environment. These 

routines, established as a class community may just 

become your very own outdoor classroom rituals.

© Not for reproduction or distribution beyond the Nature Play SA Collective  |  natureplaysa.org.au

3



WANDER TO 
WONDER

IDEA: Take a ‘Wonderings Walk’ through the 

school yard, (including a visit to hidden spaces that 

do not see a lot of traffic) and record questions 

children ask along the way; a device with voice 

recording would be ideal for this activity. The 

process of asking questions may need to be 

modelled first as you set off. The ‘big idea’ being 

that no question is wrong and being curious is a 

disposition to be celebrated and fostered in any 

learning community. This also affords a great link 

to support learning inside the classroom too.

HOW TO: Curiosity is a disposition to be 

harnessed in children of all ages and often 

questioning is the answer in itself! A nature walk 

provides the perfect backdrop to encourage 

students to share their wonderings in an informal 

and ever-changing setting. Venture out on a class 

walk with the very simple idea that you are going 

to come up with some questions. As the class 

walks through the space, record any questions 

they may have. This will need to be preloaded 

with the caveat that any question is welcome and 

you do not need to find the answer. These may be 

questions that relate to the area you are walking 

through or anything that simply comes to mind. 

At the end of the session, take these recorded 

questions back into the classroom, listen to them 

and discuss which stand out as great questions 

and why questions are important in the first place.
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