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WILD IDEAS FOR LEARNING OUTDOORS
A NATURE INSPIRED AUDITING TOOL FOR CHILDREN

This isn’t an auditing tool for the faint of heart.  

Wild Ideas for Learning Outdoors was inspired by a TFeL pilot ‘Student Voice 
Audit’ and Juliet Robertson's ‘Primary School Outdoor Audit'. The tool challenges 
learning communities to ask “where to next?” The card set features six categories, 
each with four provocations: 

• Time in Nature 
• Student Voice and Agency 
• Contributing to the Community 
• Caring for the Environment 
• Managing Risk and Challenge 
• Opportunities for Nature Play 

What role do children play in determining how and where they learn and play? 
 
Children in Australia spend around 12,000 hours at school. Primary school kids will 
spend over 1200 hours in their play spaces, so it’s vital that these environments 
provide resistance in the form of challenges and real, not imagined, risks. Learning 
and play spaces must be diverse surroundings that encourage all areas of a child’s 
development – social, cognitive, physical, and emotional. 

Never before has creating a sense of belonging and connection to place and 
nature been more important. This auditing tool is intended to drive conversation 
between children and adults about imagining new ways to improve learning 
environments. It should challenge educators to reflect upon how their pedagogy 
supports the health and wellbeing of all learners by creating more time and space 
for outdoor learning. 

“What we should be measuring and comparing 
is not our children but the quality of the learning 
environments we provide for them.” 
 
- Carol Black

https://medium.com/human-restoration-project/a-playground-should-have-a-pulse-b3e01cfbb5e


 

Nature
We can play outside every day 
in all weather and have equal 
access to suitable all-weather 
outdoor clothing and footwear.

Nature
We have dedicated outdoor 
spaces to meet and share 
stories, experiences and 
learning. 

Nature
We can easily access outdoor 
spaces and have a view of 
natural spaces from inside.  

We have regular and frequent 
opportunities to take learning 
outside. 

Nature

Example:
• Windows provide unobstructed 

views of the outdoors. 
• Window spaces with excellent 

natural light and views belong 
to learners. 

• Our outdoor spaces are used all 
year round for seasonal, 
community, and cultural events, 
activities and celebrations. 

• Outdoor clothing and gumboots 
are available to use.  

• Learners are encouraged to bring 
their own outdoor clothing and 
footwear.

Example:

Example:

Example:
• Outdoor learning is not a subject, 

it is integrated into all learning.  
• All subject areas - English, Maths, 

Science, Arts etc - happen 
outdoors periodically.



 
 

Agency

Agency
We are asked to share our 
ideas and opinions for 
decisions to be made. 

Agency

Agency

We contribute to making 
decisions and taking action in 
outdoor learning and play 
spaces. 

We influence powerful learning 
across the community by 
teaching, mentoring and 
supporting learning.  

We collect and share evidence 
of the impact that occurs when 
children and adults share the 
decision-making process. 

Example:

Example:

Example:

Example:
• Learners are consulted to find 

their interests, preferences and 
points of view. 

• Adults draw on their consultation 
to begin to offer learners choices 
about when, where, and how they 
will learn and play. 

• Learners act as researchers to 
collect data about the impact of 
the co-design and co-creation 
process shared with adults.  

• What is powerful learning? 
• Who is in the “community”?  
• When do learners teach?



 

Community
We are actively involved in 
caring for the outdoor spaces 
and gardens.

Example:

Example:

Example:

Example:

Community

Community

Community

We contribute to recycling, 
composting and caring for local 
wildlife. 

Maintenance and gardening 
jobs in the outdoor space are 
integrated into planning and 
linked to the curriculum 

We regularly visit local green 
spaces and connect with 
community organisations and 
spaces year round. 

• Outdoor spaces belong to 
everyone. 

• Responsibility for outdoor 
spaces is shared amongst all 
learners and staff. 

• Moving towards zero waste. 
• Furniture is repurposed. 
• Habitats are created for local 

wildlife. 

• Community service is highly 
valued, not seen as a time 
waste or less important than 
other learning areas. 

• Connected communities are 
strong communities.  

• Learners can draw on skilled 
members of the local 
community. 



 

Environment
We have opportunities to care 
for a range of animals including 
birds, butterflies, and frogs.

Environment

Environment

Environment

We create biodiversity in 
outdoor spaces including 
homes, food and water for 
wildlife.

Example:

Example:

Example:

Example:

• Which animals live in your 
environment? 

• Which animals are missing? 
Why?

• You have identified plants that 
are native to your area. 

• You have created and cared 
for habitats to support 
animals. 

We co-design and co-create 
murals and outdoor artworks 
with skilled members of our 
community. 

• Outdoor places are treated as 
an ever-changing canvas with 
spaces dedicated to learner-
created art.

Our outdoor spaces of 
significance are named and 
identifiable with signage.

• Indigenous names for plants 
and spaces are recognised 
where appropriate. 

• Native plants are identified 
with appropriate signage. 



 

Risk & Challenge
We have regular experiences with 
risky elements like fire and water 
and can work with real tools in 
outdoor spaces.

Risk & Challenge

Risk & Challenge

Risk & Challenge

Example:

Example:

Example:

Example:

Real, not imagined, risks and 
challenges exist for children of all 
ages and abilities in our play spaces. 

I can climb up trees, over boulders, 
and on other natural features.  

We have regular access to risky play 
elements like speed, height, or tools. 

• What risks and challenges 
exist for older learners? 

• Educators have considered 
the risks vs benefits of certain 
types of play and learning.

• Water play is available. 
• Children have regular experiences 

of fire and cooking outside. 
• Real tools are used for community 

service.

• Does the space have trees or 
natural features which can be 
climbed? 

• Speed. 
• Play at height. 
• Near dangerous elements. 
• Working with dangerous tools.  
• Rough and tumble play. 
• Disappearing or getting “lost”.



 

Nature Play

Nature Play

Nature Play

Nature Play

Example:

Example:

Example:

Example:

Our outdoor environment 
supports nature play through a 
diverse range of play spaces. 

We can access natural and 
“junk” loose parts to use 
outside for play and learning. 

We have dedicated spaces for 
barefoot play.  

• Adventure. 
• Fantasy and imagination 
• Construction 
• Gathering and collecting 
• Special places 
• Open spaces

• Loose parts are abundant and 
systems are in place to 
manage and maintain them.

• A risk vs benefit assessment 
has been conducted.  

• Spaces for barefoot play have 
been identified. 

We feel a sense of ownership of 
our outdoor play and learning 
spaces. 

• Learners have played a key 
role in creating and 
maintaining outdoor play 
spaces and experiences. 



 

This is a  
STRENGTH

Where are we now?

This is 
DEVELOPING

Where are we now?

This is  
NOT YET EVIDENT

Where are we now?

This is   
WORTH EXPLORING

Where are we now?
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